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Synod Report: Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Santa 
Clarita, CA   
 
 
Introduction/Background 
In October 2021, His Holiness Pope Francis opened a worldwide synod process. A synod is 
an assembly, principally of bishops, that gathers under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to 
discuss and decide on matters in the Church’s life and mission. This synod is unique 
because the Holy Father has summoned the whole Church to participate in a three-
year process prior to the assembly of the bishops in Rome in 2023.  
 
The Greek word synodos is a fusion of two words which translates as “on the road 
together.” Synodality is a way of being Church, in which the whole People of God journey 
together each according to their roles and spiritual gifts. With a spirit of synodality, we can 
deepen our communion with God and each other, model participation in the life of the 
Church, and go forth together on our mission to proclaim the Gospel to the world. 
 
In the face of global crises, the synod offers the Church a moment of grace by which to 
pray and reflect on a synodal way forward in her life and mission. Participation in the synod 
can be a source of renewal in our parishes and communities as we aim to raise up a new 
generation of missionary disciples of Jesus Christ for our time. 
 
SUMMARY 
On Saturday, March 12, 2022, Saint Kateri Tekakwitha held a 3-hour Synod Listening 
Session for interested parishioners. Practicing and non-practicing Catholics were welcome 
to participate. The 110 participants reflected the cultural diversity of our parish community.  
To ensure all attendees had the opportunity to have their voices heard, small groups 
comprised of approximately six people, including a facilitator and notetaker, dialogued on 
two topics as provided by the Archdiocese. The focus was on “Journeying Together,” as 
defined by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
 
 “Journeying Together” can mean: 

- Celebrating beautiful and meaningful liturgy (Mass and the sacraments), 
- Going on mission, empowered and equipped to proclaim the Gospel, 
- Dialoguing with diverse members of our community and Christians of other 

traditions, 
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- Discerning and deciding, through participation in consultative processes, 
- Growing in synodality through formation in walking together. 
- Listening to others on the journey and speaking on what matters to us about our 

parish/community and the Catholic Church, 
 

“Church” can mean the Archdiocese of Los Angeles or our parish (or community, 
apostolate, or group.) 

 
 Discussion A: Our Journey Together Now: 

- Please give concrete examples of fruitful experiences, as well as examples of 
what has hindered our journeying together as a Church in recent years? 

 
Discussion B: Journeying Together in the Future: 
- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to Journey together more fully 

in the coming years? 
- What are your hopes for the Church to live in deeper unity, to promote 

participation, and to proclaim the Gospel? 
 
Following the Listening Session, the comments were reviewed and synthesized into six 
categories provided by the Archdiocese. Any comments received that did not fall into one 
of the categories, or pertained solely to Saint Kateri Parish, were reviewed by Father 
Vaughn and will be used by parish leaders in future planning. 
 
The report submitted to the Archdiocese was comprised of the following six categories: 
 

Celebrating 
- In recent years, how have experiences of prayer and the celebration of the 

liturgy (Mass and the sacraments) deepened our communion with God and 
with each other? 

- In recent years, how have experiences of prayer and the celebration of the 
liturgy (Mass and the sacraments) guided our common life and mission? 

- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to “journey together” more 
fully through a richer celebration of the liturgy in the years to come? 

- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting us to promote Sunday Mass 
attendance and active participation in the celebration of the liturgy? 
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Going on Mission 
- In recent years, how have we called every baptized person to participate in the 

mission to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 
- In recent years, how have we encouraged people to use their spiritual gifts for 

mission in the world? 
- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to “journey together” more fully 

with a clear sense of our common mission to proclaim the Gospel in the 
coming years? 

- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to focus on forming people 
as missionary disciples of Jesus? 

Leading and Deciding 
- In recent years, how have we intentionally listened to the voice of the Holy 

Spirit as a Church? 
- In recent years, how have we identified needs within the Church and the world 

and how to address them? 
- How might the Church be invited to “journey together” more fully through 

individual and communal listening to the Spirit in the years to come? 
- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to “journey together” more fully 

through consultative decision-making in the years to come? 

Dialoguing 
- In recent years, how have we dialogued with people of other religions and 

people with no religious affiliation? 
- In recent years, how have we learned from and contributed to other sectors of 

society (culture, politics, and economics)? 
- In recent years, how have we collaborated in mission with Christians of other 

traditions and denominations? 
- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to “journey together” more fully 

through intentional dialogue in the years to come? 
- To which issues in society might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to pay 

closer attention? 
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INPUT RECEIVED: 
  

Celebrating 
• Leaving us locked out of our churches even when secular businesses and protestant 
churches had re-opened, left us feeling deserted by our leaders, from the top down.  
• Archdiocese looked to the state officials for guidance, collaborating with their message of 
fear. 
• Not being able to receive Sacraments during the pandemic was devastating. 

Growing in Synodality 
- What are you learning about communion through the Synod process? 
- What are you learning about participation through the Synod process? 
- What are you learning about mission through the Synod process? 
- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to form people to “journey 

together” to live communion, to achieve participation, and to be open to 
mission? 

Listening and Speaking 
- Who is and who is not walking together with Jesus Christ in the Church 

today? 
- In recent years, how has our Church “journeyed together” by providing 

opportunities for people to be heard? 
- In recent years, how have we ignored or even excluded the voices of people 

on the margins of society and the sidelines of the Church? 
- What keeps us from speaking with courage and charity on what matters to 

us for the life of the Church? 
- How might the Holy Spirit be inviting our Church to “journey together” more 

fully through intentional listening and speaking to one another in the 
coming years? 
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• We did appreciate live streaming and outdoor Masses. 
• We seem to have forgotten that the sanctuary is a Holy place of prayer before, during, 
and after Mass. 
• Create an environment of prayer and reverence within our sanctuaries. 
• Continue to live stream Masses for the homebound. 
• Stress the importance of Mass and Holy Communion. The Eucharist is our treasure. 
• Would like to see our Confirmation programs connect Bible study with contemporary 
issues. 

Going on Mission 
• Our young people graduate from high school or are Confirmed and then there is nothing 
to keep them connected to the Church. Youth and young adults need to be our focus or the 
Church will die out. More money, resources, and staff directed toward youth ministry and 
young adult ministry. 
• Catholic parishes should strive to be known for their hospitality and welcome. 
• The future of the Church should be Christ-centered relationships. 
• Create opportunities for the laity to be able to share their Catholic beliefs and their 
personal faith stories. 
• The Church needs to continue to be actively extending mercy and care for those in need. 
• We would like more opportunities to hear dynamic evangelists like Chris Stefanick. 

Dialoguing 
• We do want to be able to celebrate our various cultures but without losing a sense of 
being one body in Christ. 
• Take politics out of the Church. 
• Archdiocese and parishes should offer more retreats in Spanish and in English. 

Leading and Deciding 
• Small groups were able to continue meeting during the pandemic via Zoom and were 
lifelines during the lockdown. 
• Gospel Hang-Out, initiated by the Archdiocese, was especially fruitful in our Hispanic 
community. 
• Now that the church has re-opened, small groups are still of value in creating small, 
intimate, faith-based friendships within our very large church. 
• Our young people graduate from high school or are Confirmed and then there is nothing 
to keep them connected to the Church. Youth and young adults need to be our focus or the 
Church will die out. More money, resources, and staff directed toward youth ministry and 
young adult ministry 
• Value the domestic Church by having supportive resources and encouragement for 
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parents. 
• Use small groups to make our very large parishes more intimate. 
• Seminary need to include training in leadership/management and in the 
business/financial side of parish administration. 
• We need to better balance learning about our Catholic faith (Catechism) while at the same 
time growing in our understanding of what it means to have a personal relationship with 
God. 
• Churches should have better, and more current tools of communication to reach people 
of all ages… church bulletins are not read as much as they used to be. 

Growing in Synodality 
• Our young priests coming out of the seminary give us hope for the future. 
• As a parish, we have been on a rough road with so many changes in leadership. 
• Fr. Vaughn’s arrival brought back a joy that we had lost. His approachability is very much 
appreciated. 
• We would hope that we could continue to feel like a community, a family, even though the 
secular world tries to divide us based on culture or ethnicity. 
• Use small groups to make our very large parishes more intimate. 
• Allow associate priests to stay longer. 
• Become the Catholic Community of SCV through a tri-parish council and better 
communications between the three parish communities. This includes being aware of and 
supportive of one Catholic Community in Santa Clarita. 
• Would like to see more uniformity in what Confirmation teaches. Each parish is different. 

Speaking and Listening 

• Communications should be more consistent between the bulletin and the online forms 
of communication such as Facebook, social media, and the parish website. 

• LGBTQ+ should not be excluded but supported with clarity on the Church’s position. 
• More coordination between the three parishes in the area in terms of events, 

announcements, etc. 
• Secular advertising of tri-parish events including local newspaper, city website, etc.  
     +++++ 


